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The Conquerors drama lesson B
The Conquerors
This lesson is based on story of the picture book The Conquerors, by David McKee (2005), Anderson Press; ISBN-13: 978-1593540784
It is not essential to have the picture book in order to do this drama lesson but it would be a very good additional resource.  You can also refer to Drama lesson A (Primary Subjects pdf), for some further background information re. this book.
Possible learning objectives

· To learn that soldiers obey orders but may not necessarily share the views or support the actions of the leaders they obey
· To learn that getting to know, listen to and help people from other cultures can be a step towards peace and understanding 
· To learn that culture is identified, strengthened and transmitted in a range of ways, songs, games, food, ritual, etc. 

· To learn that we can develop culturally both in and between cultures 

· To learn that stories and drama can help us connect with, raise awareness of and reflect on real life war/peace situations 

· To raise awareness of the ways that propaganda can be manipulated purposefully to gain support for invasion

Universal themes

· Conflict and resolution
· War and peace 

· Challenging stereotyping 
· Cultural identity, diversity and tradition
Cross curricular studies links

Art – 3D sculpting of statues, posters after the invasion, creating pictures in the same style as the illustrator that add additional images to the book taken from the drama.   

Music – creating the traditional songs of the two countries or creating a commemorative song about the invasion.  Creating musical soundscapes that depict the story or create a soundtrack to accompany the key moments.

Dance – creating the contrasting dances and marches of the two countries and/or a commemorative dance about the invasion

English –diaries from different characters viewpoints, recounting, script for news broadcast of the invasion (including censorship and propaganda), a poet’s account, a newspaper account, secret notes (maybe in lemon juice as invisible ink),  posters after the invasion. 

Geography – map-making and route planning

History - invaders and settlers

PSHE education – recognising that we can belong to several communities and being aware of the impact of fearful, aggressive or peaceful actions on each other, responsible and caring citizenship.
Lesson / drama strategies
1. Who rules this country?  
Imagine a country led by a General and ruled “by the cannon.”  Pictures of the General appear all over the country.   

· Mould your partner into “The General”  Sculpting
· Write one line captions on pieces of paper to place at the foot of the statues.  

· Moulders as visitors take a look around the statue park, talking to fellow visitors publicly 
about the General if you wish! Improvisation
· Substitute yourself with your partner, so they can look around the statue park. 

2. What do people say about the General behind closed doors?  

· You are in a group of 4 with people you trust, maybe workmates, friends, family.  What is 
said about the General behind closed doors?  Improvise. Small Group Improvisation 
· The teacher in role (possibly as spy) listens in turn to each group in turn, who speak aloud 
when the teacher is close by and keep still and quiet (still image) when the teacher is not 
near. Eavesdropping
3. What does this country look like?  
· Add details to a pictorial map of the main city, where we live.  Teacher can put the statue park on to start, “This is the statue of our General.”   As places are drawn the children too can be working in role too as they draw.
4. What sort of people are we?  What is important to us?

· In turn participants as citizens have the opportunity to speak about themselves as a culture, 
with opportunity to complete in turn, “We are the sort of people who…” or,  “We think that it 
is important that...”  Ritual and working in role
5. How do our values and beliefs show in our daily lives? 
· In groups of 4 create a short scene that shows the values and beliefs of this culture, coming out publicly.  Maybe in school…the workplace...public holiday…?  Small group play-making
6. What attitudes do we want people to have and what behaviour, if they are to be citizens like us?  
· Imagine that the Conquerors have taken over a country and are giving Citizenship lessons, “so they can be like us”. Groups of 4 will prepare an example of citizenship training for people who have been conquered and then take the rest of the class through the training. Improvisation 
7.  Meeting with the General

· The teacher in role as the General meets with his spies and military chiefs (2 groups at the same meeting).  All countries have been captured except for one small country that apparently has no weapons and whose people are totally peaceful. 

· Pass round the photographs (pictures from the book, or imaginary photos, or photo 
journalistic images) they have taken as spies and the military chiefs have opportunity to ask 
questions of the spies collectively.  Teacher tells spies first that there are no weapons. 
Working in role. 
8. Planning the invasion

· In groups of 4 they are asked to devise an invasion plan.  They are invading a country with 
no weapons and no history of fighting.  How will they go about it? Plans will be presented to 
the General.  Small group working in role.
9. Bringing the photos to life.

· Imagine there are photos that have not been seen.  What might they contain...photos that 
tell us a little more about these peaceful people?  In groups of 4, devise a still image that 
will come to life via a performance carousel to show the attitudes and behaviour of these 
people. 

10. Soldier’s dreams 

· Not all the soldiers are happy about invading this peaceful country.  The night before the 
invasion, what are the vivid images portrayed in the dreams of the soldiers?  In groups of 4 show a sequence of 2 to 4 still images that keep repeating (exaggerated and in slow motion).  Appropriate background music e.g. a film soundtrack, can be used.

11. Leaving loved ones

· In pairs one person as the soldier and the other as a loved one, improvise telling the loved 
one that he will be going away again.  

· Replay and rehearse what is said in the final half a minute before the soldier departs. Each 
couple could be overheard in turn. Eavesdropping.
12. Soldiers secret diary entries/thoughts

· All the soldiers stand in two lines facing forward.  In turn they move through 90 degrees into 
a line ready for marching.  Before each soldier turns he speaks aloud a thought or a 
sentence from his private diary. A drum beat can be used to add rhythm and atmosphere. 
Thought-tracking.
13. The invasion in sounds and words
· The class divides into 2 large groups.  Each group will prepare a sound collage of the 
sounds and fragments of conversation heard from the soldiers (one group) or the peaceful 
people (other group).  Each groups sounds and words will be juxtaposed and collaged and 
need to be presented imaginatively rather than realistically. 
· The groups are heard in turn and then spontaneously together, re-creating an interflow 
between the two sets of voices and sounds. 
14. Outside broadcast

· Prepare the outside broadcast that is prepared and sent back to the homeland of the 
conquerors to please the General.  Small group playmaking which could be really filmed. 
15. Occupying the little country

· The soldiers will lodge with families.  In small groups (about 4 people) plan to receive a group of soldiers and to explain to them:

· How to make a favourite dish

· How to wear clothes in the customary way

· How children come of age – rites of passage

· A short traditional folktale told to the children

· A short dance or ritual that marks an important time of the year

· How mealtimes are organised

· A game the children play 

· A song that is sung by everyone


The significance, symbolism and meaning should be explained to the incomers where 
appropriate. Improvisation. 
16. An uncensored, secret letter home to the loved one after many months

· This can be carried out as either an individual, group or class letter with an opportunity for 
shared and guided writing.  The writing can be read aloud. Writing in role. 
17. What do we tell the children?

· At last the army are sent home as there is no resistance.  What do the soldiers tell their 
children, who are inquisitive about the little land? The truth?  A version of it?  The truth with 
warnings about speaking it?  A story from the little land?  A game?  Improvisation
· What do the people of the little land tell future generations of children about the invaders? 

Improvisation (recounting events from different viewpoints)
18. The Statue Park – graffiti!

· Recreate the statues made earlier alongside the captions.  Half the class walk amongst the 
statues speaking their thoughts aloud as they look at the General. Thought-tracking.  
· The soldiers can secretly amend or graffiti the captions is they wish.  Writing in role.
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